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But if OEDS failed in the coinage of 'gene,' I note

Wwith keen satisfaction that it was its usual corrasct reference

work On noting tha coinage of 'plasmid.' To save you the affort
of checking that claim, I provide this Canon-ized copy of that

entry on the word-cum-concept which has entered the canon:

Ma + }s!nsmld {plzmlid). Disl, [f. PLaSM & «(d

sphere,  (cf, ID, *CHROMATID).]  Any genetic strusturs

plasma  in a cell that can replicate independently of

gneto-  the chromosomes; 4sp. one in the cytoplasm
_ acngyp  of a bacterium,

Fi & 1932 J. LEoeragRre In Phyriol. Red. XXXIL 401,
& ; proposa plasmid as & goneric term for any ¢Xirachromo-
W1 somal heredltacy daterminant. Jhid., The taxonomie
\1" AR 1 Julg" classifization of plasmids as viruses, symblonts, or plasma-

i enes should not obscure cacs{ul descriptions of their
hereiors unction, hereditary oc pathwlogical, or bglh. Ibid. '.4: ,
#rospacs  x, & plasmid in Paramiscium aurelia, Ibid. 429 This
b Z0-  raview has contrasted the vacious forms of plasmid: the
lon and  hereditary parasites an againgt the functionally co-
spect @ ordinated plastnagenes, with the tmutualistic enda-
symbionis somewhers betweon. 1964 Daily Mirrer 34
‘ fu.ltv 8/2 The Rogue Bug's real namne I3 R’I‘%’ plasmid—
foals), LT.F. stands for Resistanco Teansfee Factor. It ip a
wrasls tiny particly thiat appeacs (o movs from ona bactarial cell
. to another, carrylng with it & built-in resistance to new
s by  drugs. 1909 A, M. CAmpbest Epiremar i, 13 Eplgomes ara
ral of  thus distinguished from chromosoial genes on the ons
with- hand and ebligately cytoplasmic elaments {plasmids) on
the other, :%P R. G, Kryzozn et &l, Inirod. Microbiol,
asma  xv, 4::/: 1érs ara,,.transmissible plasmids or sex
yducg-  factorsllke the F factor, which promaota thelr own transtar
nlacs to racipient bacteria, and thers aAtfe nontransmissible .
lasmlds which sro incapable of {ransfereing themsslvas
a reclplent cells, 1998 Sci, Amer. July 33 It has besn
LLII,  called plasmid snginecring, because it utilizes plagmids to
peous  Introduce the forsign genes... Because of the mathod's
ixtura potentlal for creating a wide variety of novel genetin
resis’,  combinations in microorganisms it is also known as genstis
:aduce  engineering, 1977 Tims 18 Apr, 48/t They possess much
asults amaller ¢losed loops of DNA, called plasmids—whleh con-
ow &  dist of only a faw genes.

Harriet has just told me of your impending visit to Par:
And for the grand occasion designed to celebrate the centenary
the Pasteur Institute. We rather like the symbolism of having t
Presidents inaugurate the proceedings: one the president merel:
of France but the other, the president of a sister research
institute (and university). In the sociological mood of the Fr:
founding father Emile Durkheim, I applaud symbolic moments suc!
these. And we take unlimited pleasure in the thought that it w
precisely Josh whac was asked to speak as scientific correlate
the nation's president Mitterand. :

And since I'll be Faxing these meandering notes to yo
I attach the notice of a rather less notable ceremonial moment
ohly because Harriet has asked me to do so. She took notice an
pleasure in the memary. that, speaking ceremonially of the Ins
Pasteur, let it be noted that I marched -~ or was it strolled?
alongside the stellar Francois Jacob in those Oxonian proceedi

last year.An altogether impressive man.

Ramblingly but with constant love,

/3



